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Member Recognition Program 

You may have seen in Roundel a few CCA members that have received lifetime awards or “Friends 

of the Club” honorable mentions.  If so, BMW CCA has started a member recognition program in 

March 2015.  The program’s goal is to recognize outstanding individuals, chapters and businesses 

that have supported The Club in many ways.  It is easy to nominate an individual, chapter or busi-

ness – visit the national web site at https://www.bmwcca.org/recognition-program (you need to 

login to submit a nomination).  Nominations are accepted from January – December of every year.   

Awards 

 Friend of the BMW CCA.  

 Outstanding Chapter Volunteer: Up to 5 

winners with one per region 

 Outstanding Officer: Up to 5 winners 

with one per region 

 Outstanding CCA Supporter – BMW 

Center: Up to 5 winners, one per region. 

 Outstanding CCA Supporter – Independ-

ent Business: Up to 5 winners, one per 

region.  This is for an outstanding Inde-

pendent BMW Repair Shop or BMW-related business. 

 Outstanding Chapter Growth and Retention: Here is where our chapter members need to help 

the Chapter add more members and retain at least 80% of our current members.  The Lone 

Star chapter would love to win this.  We currently have over 1200 members.  The Board de-

sires to increase our membership to 2000 members over the next year.  We can’t do it without 

your help.   

 Outstanding Chapter Charitable Contributions: Financial and Hour & Time: The Lone Star 

Chapter would love to hear feedback from our members on the types of charity events that 

we can participate in with our time and expertise.  If you have ideas for a charity we can team 

up with, please contact any of your board members.  We don’t have to donate just money – 

time is also considered a criteria for participating in this award. 

We hope that you have had positive experiences with the club and the BMW businesses within the 

area and we’d love to let other people outside our area know about these outstanding individuals.  

If you have anyone you would like to nominate or a business that has really gone above and be-

yond, please consider nominating them for a nationally-recognized award.   

If your chapter volunteers have been doing an excellent job, I would encourage you to submit their 

names for consideration for all of their hard work in putting together events for our chapter.   

https://www.bmwcca.org/recognition-program
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Lone Star BMW CCA Chapter Volunteers 
President Raymond Mimick president@lscbmwcca.org 

Vice President Ben Qureshi vp@lscbmwcca.org 

Secretary Brian George secretary@lscbmwcca.org 

Treasurer Matt Dashiell treasurer@lscbmwcca.org 

Member at Large  atlarge@lscbmwcca.org 

Tourmeisters Brian George and  

Raymond Mimick 

tours@lscbmwcca.org 

Membership JO Miller membership@lscbmwcca.org 

Social   

Autocross Franco Maras fcmaras@gmail.com or  

autox@lscbmwcca.org 

Driving Schools Steve Hodges shodges883@gmail.com 

Club Racing Bruce Heersink bruce@heersink.org 

Street Survival Will Atkinson will@capretail.com 

Editor Nerces Mavelian nerces@autoscope.co 

Associate Editor Jessie King jessie@autoscope.co 

Vendor Relations   

Website   

Technical Advisors Trent Cole 

Nerces Mavelian 

tcachtung@lonestarbavarian.com 

nerces@autoscope.co  

Photographer   

Raymond Mimick 

A little delayed in getting the news out—there is so 

much going on within our chapter, it’s sometime diffi-

cult to stop and put thoughts to paper.  This newsletter 

covers the time from July through early October 2017.  

We’ve had lots of activities and, in here, we hope you 

see what the local chapter is doing and that you will join us in different activities 

throughout the 2018 year.   

Ben, JO and I travelled out to BMW of Wichita Falls in July, spoke with Autobahn about 

their future desires on connecting with the club and learned more about our HPDE pro-

gram and where we need to go in the future to create and engage more participants.     

Will Atkins organized another Street Survival event for us in early October with a lot of 

good turn out.  You’ll also hear about Marc Leediker and Billy Slocum’s 2002 project cars 

and how they are progressing.  We have a re-cap of our dealership visits at BMW of Ar-

lington and Sewell BMW of Grapevine.   

Autocross has been going strong this year and we’ve had some interesting weather—

rain, wind and sun—sometimes all on the same day.  We’ve also had the BMW Ultimate 

Driving Experience come through town in early September and I hope everyone got to 

try the new 5-series out.   

The touring group has been all over and had a big adventure out west into New Mexico, 

Arizona, a little bit of Utah and into Colorado.  I think we are still working on those T-

Shirts, right, Dennis?   

Looking to the future, we are thinking about Holiday Party options in January, rooting on 

the Marathon in December and planning next year’s events.   

Hope you enjoy the newsletter and we (the chapter) do need more help in getting arti-

cles and potentially editing the newsletter.  I have some thoughts on how to set this up 

on a Virtual Machine where we can have multiple editors working on the newsletter.   

See you at one of our next events  

 

Letter from the President 

Z8 at Classic BMW—Classic BMW re-builds and re-certifies classic cars for re-sell 

mailto:president@lscbmwcca.org
mailto:vp@lscbmwcca.org
mailto:secretary@lscbmwcca.org
mailto:treasurer@lscbmwcca.org
mailto:atlarge@lscbmwcca.org
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mailto:membership@lscbmwcca.org
mailto:fcmaras@gmail.com
mailto:autox@lscbmwcca.org
mailto:shodges883@gmail.com
mailto:bruce@heersink.org
mailto:will@capretail.com
mailto:nerces@autoscope.co
mailto:jessie@autoscope.co
mailto:tcachtung@lonestarbavarian.com
mailto:nerces@autoscope.co
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Autocross Update 

Class G, Ken O. with his win of the day, sealed the number one for the year as well. In 

Class F, we're also adding Matt D. to the list of 2017 winners, albeit with a 2nd place for 

the day. Congrats to the new 2017 champions!  

 

A strong performance by Mark B in Class F earned his first win. It's fun to see Matt D. 

getting some solid competition there. In Class Y and Novice, we have more first time win-

ners for the year in Andy H. and Austin W. It did not come easy for either one, as Austin 

AutoX #6 Red Hot (July 22nd, 2017) 

Another LSC BMWCCA autocross event under the belt, now on a hotter day where we 

were all a little warm along with the tires. As usual, it is pleasing to see everybody pitch-

ing in to make the event successful and fun. Thanks! 

The X class continues to be the competitive zone, ending with 7 drivers in the top 10 and 

David W. grabbing FTD (Fastest Time of the Day) and 4th win of the year. 

In the repeat winner category, Ken O. brought home his 4th win of the season in Class G, 

as did Trey V. in the Novice Class. In Class Y, Thomas J., managed to get his 3rd win of the 

season and Robert J. now has 2 wins in Class Z. Ray M. has 3 wins in Class C and Luis M. 

has 2 wins in Class D. 

We find the only first time winner for the year in Class F: Franco M. 

AutoX #7: Smooth around Cones (August 26, 2017) 

Thanks to everyone that was able to come out and enjoy the course and to assist with 

running the event. The completion of autocross #7 brings us closer to the end of the sea-

son, with only 2 events to go :( 

 

The course designer, David W., managed to show us the quickest time around the course 

with his 2nd FTD in a row. On top of that, he now has sealed the 2017 Class X win. In 

beat Cody by a mere 4 hundredth of a seconds and Andy prevailed by even a smaller 

margin over Tommy M; a hundredth of a second!! 

 

Rounding up the class winners are Luis M. in Class D, who surpasses Terry T. for the top 

spot in the class and Jonathan A. in Class Z inching closer to a championship in his class. 

AutoX #8: Results Trickle (Sept 30th, 2017) 

Saturday we experienced great competition on the course. Thanks to everyone that was able to 

come out and enjoy the course and to assist with running the event., especially considering the 

change of course layout. 

 

I would like to start the highlights with Class D, where Terry T. beat out Luis M. in his last run of the 

day, despite recording a cone. The Class D. fight for the top spot continues into the last event, 

where Luis M. currently leads by two points. 
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Lightspeed Images 

Lightspeed Images has been present at a number of our events 

and have made some great shots that you have seen on our Face-

book page.  You can find some great shots of your participation at 

http://www.lightspeedimages.com/Lone-Star-Chapter-BMW-Club/  

Complete Results:  

#6: https://lscbmwcca.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/lsc20170722.pdf 

#7: https://lscbmwcca.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/lscbmwcca-20170826.pdf  

#8: https://lscbmwcca.files.wordpress.com/2016/12/lsc8-20170930.pdf 

Standings: https://lscbmwcca.org/2017-autox-standing/ 

Live Timing page: http://autox.lscbmwcca.org/ 

We did see some newly crowned 2017 champions after this event as well. Thomas J. in came in 

with a third place in Class Y, enough to become the 2017 champion. In Class Z, we did see Jonathan 

A. solidify the top spot with his second place finish. In these classes, winners of the day were Steve 

E. (Class Y) and Fedrico D. (Class Z) who also had FTD in his Porsche Boxster. 

 

Mark B. brought in his second win in a row in Class F and positioned himself ahead of Franco M. in 

the battle for 2nd spot. 

 

John C. placed second in Class X behind David W., and that's also how the top trophies will be dis-

tributed. The 3rd place trophy is wide open here, with no less than 6 contenders remaining in the 

run! 

 

Ken O. continued his winning streak in Class G, while Gerard C. delivered the first win in Class E for 

the year. 

 

Finally, we have the excitement in Novice Class where Trey V. has an 8 point lead over Cody L. The 

lead is however smaller in reality since only the 7 best events count. Cody managed to maintain 

the suspense by his win in the class on Saturday, his 2nd of the year. I should remind everyone that 

there are 6 trophies up for grabs in the Novice Class, and there are 7 possible candidates for the 

3rd to 6th place trophies. 

Street Survival  

We held our second Street Survival school of the 

year on Sunday, Oct 1st at Burleson Stadium.  We 

had a great group of students come out to improve 

their skills behind the wheel.  Students learned how 

their car’s anti-lock brakes react, what happens 

when the car starts to slide out of a circle (simulating 

a slippery road situation), weight transfer in a slalom, emergency lane change, a class 

room session and then a combination of all the skills together in a semi-autocross event 

at the end.  For “graduation,” parents joined the students in the car demonstrating their 

new skills.   

Thank you to all the instructor volunteers and the students that participated.  Thank you 

Autobahn for sponsoring the tent to keep everyone in the shade.  Thank you Will At-

kins for your leadership on this event.   

https://lscbmwcca.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/lsc20170722.pdf
https://lscbmwcca.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/lscbmwcca-20170826.pdf
https://lscbmwcca.files.wordpress.com/2016/12/lsc8-20170930.pdf
https://lscbmwcca.org/2017-autox-standing/
http://autox.lscbmwcca.org/
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We want to take a moment and recognize our 

awesome Autocross team and all the work 

they put into making a great Autocross season 

year after year.   

Franco Maras is our Autocross chair and 

works to find appropriate Autocross locations, 

working with the facility on price and timing.   

Ben Qureshi is not just our Vice President but 

has been the Autocross Co-Chair for about as 

long as Franco has been the Autocross chair.  

Ben’s responsibility is the timing, communica-

tions and safety during the event.   

Matt Dashiell is not only our Treasurer but an 

active participant and organizer of the fun and games.  Any day on the track/Autocross is 

a good day for Matt (check out his T-Shirt here) 

Tommy Mhire has taken on the Novice instructor role for some of our new partici-

pates.  Yes, we’ve all started somewhere and Tommy helps our first time and subsequent 

drivers learn the course and how to analyze the best route—ask to see the GPS comput-

er tracker at lunch one of these days.  

Ken Orgeron and Mike McShane are our masters of design.  They take the location and 

create a challenge for all, but hopefully smiles on everyone’s faces throughout the day.   

Gary Coupland has been the keeper of the van between our Autocross sessions, driving 

it in summer without A/C but having a good time in his red Miata when he gets a chance.   

There are more volunteers that spend countless hours assisting this 

group and we want to say thank you for your help, it can’t be done as 

efficiently without your help.   

In addition to just being awesome, the 

Autocross group has been making some 

upgrades.  This year, you have seen and 

heard the sound of the wind machine...oh, 

wait, I mean the blower.  As one who has 

had their fun time cut short due to an ob-

ject on course that ruined a tire, I appreci-

ate that we are the proud new owners of 

not just one, but two blower machines.   

On the right we have an action shot along 

with some tire tread on the road surface.  

Yes, I see you have already thought this 

was the big news...no, not yet.  How about 

replacing our 20-year-old Autocross Ford 

Econoline with a newer model—yes, that’s 

been checked off the list—go, Matt, go.   

Looks like it could go off road, but we’ll keep it on-road and retire the old van...long live 

the old van.   

And that’s not all.  Franco has been experimenting with a few new cones—some blue 

ones, some orange, and some other colors.  The challenge is to find some nice soft cones 

that will hold up.  We’re still looking for more (check out those hard blue cones in the 

picture on the left).  That just means we’ve been hitting the cones too much, right? 

Autocross Team Autocross New Equipment 

John Clark 
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Raymond Mimick 

Since we last talked, the tour group did the Muenster Run and a quick East Texas tour 

from Seagoville down to Palestine and then back north to Canton, TX .  On the Muenster 

Run, we changed this from the April time frame and move it to August to avoid bicycles 

along the route for Germanfest.  We started just after Cars & Coffee and had a big group 

ready to roll from Sanger, TX.   

It was a slight surprise when we got just a few miles down the road before we encoun-

tered unexpected construction that had the road in gravel.  As we 

know, that’s unacceptable tarmac and we needed a new plan.  As 

this was my first time on the Muenster Run, I did not know all the 

ins and outs.  As a result, I missed our turn into Oklahoma and the 

long downhill bridge that is the highlight of the trip.  Once on the 

other side, it was to be a U-turn and back into Texas, no need to 

stay in Oklahoma longer than necessary.   

We had lunch in Muenster at Rohmer’s, admiring the windmills 

along the route and enjoying the green scenery along the way.  

After lunch, for those that had some more time, we headed out to 

Nocona, TX and visited the Horton Classic Car Museum—a welcome treat to get out of 

the heat in the middle of August (of course, I stopped at the wrong one and had a group 

walking through the refreshed downtown Nocona).   

For the East Texas tour, we decided to make this our Sunday event of the year.  We 

started from Seagoville, TX and not too many miles into this, the tour leader was sepa-

rated from the tour group, resulting in confusion for about 30-45 minutes as we pulled 

everyone back into the fold.  We finally got everyone back but now we were slightly be-

hind schedule.  We booked it down the road, and got caught up in Palestine.  After leav-

ing Palestine, we had a great set of twisty roads leading back up to Canton, TX.  Dinner at 

the Van Zandt Country Club was great and we got back on the road at dusk.  Overall, a 

short but great trip.   

Summer Tour Stories 

Muenster Run 

East Texas Tour Group 

Lunch at Rohmer’s 
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All good tours start with an idea.  The Grand Tour of the western states started a few 

years ago when we were outside enjoying Dick Richardson’s alter-ego Armondo’s marga-

rita in Eureka Springs when he mentions a twisty road out west.  What twisty road is he 

talking about with the Z-club?  It appears to be called the Devil’s Highway but was re-

named from US Highway 666 to US 491.  Of course, come to find out later, this is not the 

right highway with all the twisty roads.  The actual highway we are looking for is the 

Coronado Trail – US 191.  The challenge part for us Metro-area car members is that this 

highway is on the Eastern edge of Arizona – not a simple day trip out west.   

That got people thinking about what else to go see out West, where to stay and what else 

to do.  We are always in search of twisty roads and interesting destinations, trying to 

avoid Interstates and chain restaurants along the way.  Things like Carlsbad Caverns, 

Grand Canyon, Santa Fe, Monument Valley, etc started getting thrown out there as po-

tential ideas.   

If you remember our early touring schedule, you would see that the original trip was only 

scheduled for 4 days.  When more people started to state they wanted to see the Grand 

Canyon, we needed to add an extra day to the trip so we don’t kill ourselves driving (yes, 

it was not much of an improvement).   

In May, I met with Michael Nied to plan the route and determine the timing.  Once we 

had a general route in mind, we started looking for hotel rooms and determining the pric-

ing for the group.  As we got closer to deadlines, we got about 8 cars signed up for the 

driving tour.  As the trip got closer to the start date, Leo found out that Carlsbad Cavern 

took the elevator offline for maintenance – this may lead to a change in plans.  

Finally September comes and we are ready to start the Grand Tour on Wed, Sept 20th – 

Michael Nied, Mark Williams and Karren Card, Jyl Miller, JO Miller, Jim Doutre and myself 

all met up at Sewell BMW of Grapevine at 7:00a to get started.  Why 7:00a?  It’s a long 

way to Lubbock for lunch.  Onward we head out west along 114 toward Decatur where 

we meet up with 2 more cars for the group – Don and 

Lisa Hula and John Eveland and Leo Newland.  Don and 

Lisa ended up renting a Dodge Charger for the trip, but 

the rest are BMWs ready for the ride.   

Further west we go, finally reaching Lubbock about 

lunch time.  We stop at Jazz, A Louisiana Kitchen next 

to the Texas Tech campus and had a good lunch.  From 

there, we headed toward 

Roswell, NM and the UFO 

museum.  If you followed 

us on Facebook during the 

trip, we made it early 

enough to visit the muse-

um for those that wanted 

to, or just visit the souve-

nir shop (which most did).   

From there, we head 

down to Carlsbad and the 

only real snafu of the trip occurs – the hotel did not keep our group reservation and we 

ended up north in Artesia, NM for the night.  So, good news/bad news – we have a hotel 

room but the city was under a water advisory to not drink the water due to some positive 

tests of E.Coli in the water.  Because Carlsbad Caverns were not on the agenda due to the 

elevator issue, we head out toward the Billy-the-Kid trail and meet up with our 8th car in 

Ruidoso for lunch.   

Once we stopped at Cloudcroft, the group decided we wanted to head down to Sunspot, 

NM.  That’s a great twisty road with a sun-observation center at the top of the mountain 

at the end of the line.  When we climbed up to the observation area, you can see all of 

the White Sands National Monument.  Yes, the temperatures finally dropped for us – 

from the high 90s in Texas to the 50s in New Mexico.   

Heading back to Cloudcroft, we met back up with John Eveland and Leo Newland and 

headed toward Ruidoso for lunch with Dennis Luczycki and David at Casa Blanca.  After 

lunch, Dennis lead us to his cabin to try a minor repair to John’s car and after that was 

completed, he lead us out of town along a favorite ridge route to Capitan.  Here is where 

Dennis and David headed toward Silver City for their hotel while the rest of the group 

headed back South toward Alamogordo and the White Sand National Monument.   

After our gas stop in Alamogordo, we stopped at White Sands National Monument and 

drove the cars onto the sands.  What a beautiful white it was; nice temperatures and it 

was the right time.  After White Sands, we head to Las Cruces for our hotel.  Along the 

way, JO picks up something in his rear tire.  We stop at the hotel, check his tire, find a nail 

but leave it in (all the tire places are closed) and head out to dinner at St. Clair Winery & 

Bistro.  

NMAZ, CO Trip 

Michael Nied, Mark Williams, Jim Doutre, Jyl Miller, JO 

Miller, Raymond Mimick, Don Hula @ Sunspot, NM 
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The next morning finds us delaying our start for an hour to check on the tire situation - JO 

now has his own tire story to tell.  Discount Tire pulls out a 3-4” piece of rebar out of the 

back tire, puts a patch in but tells JO to consider buying new tires.  We head out toward 

Silver City, NM with the patched tire and things are working pretty well.  The tire is hold-

ing air and we meet back up with Dennis and David.  JO ends up talking with a Discount 

Tire in Flagstaff, AZ and orders a set of tires.   

From Silver City, we head out to Three Way, AZ, enjoying the mountains and enjoying the 

roads.  We stop in Clifton, AZ for lunch at 

PJ’s Café.  Next step is to start the Coro-

nado Trail – wow, what an awesome road.  

During planning, it was hard to identify 

any rest stops along the way but there 

were trail heads and some restroom areas 

along the route.  The route climbs to al-

most 10,000 feet and the temperature 

was excellent.   

On our way into Show Low, we encoun-

tered a rolling car show that had cars 

starting from Show Low and ended in the 

Hon-Dah Casino.  After a fairly-quick dinner in Show Low, we headed out toward Payson, 

AZ for our hotel.  The next morning, we pointed ourselves toward Sedona, AZ, enjoying 

the mountain roads and the crisp morning 

weather.  In Sedona, we stopped to enjoy 

the view and then kept heading north en-

countering strip mining until we get into the 

national forest.  

Starting out on a Saturday found us in the 

company of a lot of people along US-89A.  

We also encountered a dirt road just before 

we reached Flagstaff.  In Flagstaff, JO and Jyl 

headed to get tires changed while the rest 

the group heading up to the Grand Canyon.   

At the Grand Canyon, we had a small taste of the vastness of this amazing place.  Some-

times we ask ourselves if we spend enough time in any one place but other times you 

have to consider these trips as a small taste of a future trip.  We were only able to spend 

about two and a half hours exploring before we had to head toward Monument Valley.  

We met JO and Jyl in Cameron, AZ.  JO’s first statement was that his tire was already low 

– this does not bode well for us.   

At our gas stop in Kayenta, JO’s new tires needed to be aired up again and then we head-

ed up to Monument Valley just as the sun was going down.  We made it just in time to 

get pictures and appreciate the monuments.  Leaving Monument Valley, we headed to 

Mexican Hat, Utah and our hotel for the night.  After check-in, we headed down the 

street just a bit to the Swinging Steak.  During dinner, it was discussed about our start 

time with the goal being to start just at sunrise.  After dinner, we few of us were outside 

and star gazing.  Wow, that’s something we don’t get to see every day in the Metroplex.   

Here we are, already on Sunday and our plan for the day is to travel into Colorado and 

experience the Million Dollar Highway.  From Mexican Hat, we headed toward Cortez, CO 

and then onward toward Telluride.  Along the way, the Fall Colors showed up – aspens 

turned different shades of yellow.  We decided to travel through Telluride to the water 

fall and then back out.   

From Telluride, we made a big 

loop to get to Ouray, CO for 

lunch.  Leo identified Maggie’s 

as our lunch destination and we 

had a good lunch.  After lunch, 

it was time for our trip down 

the Million Dollar Highway.  

Snow on the ground, trees 

changing colors, elevation 

changes, wonderful tempera-

NMAZ, CO Trip (continued) 

Coronado Trail 

Sedona, AZ 

Grand Canyon 

Swingin’ Steak 
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tures – everything was perfect.  

After we stopped in Durango, we 

headed to Pagosa Springs and 

then down to Santa Fe, NM.  JO’s 

tires continued to lose air along 

the way and in Santa Fe, we 

started making plans on how to 

get them fixed.   

Once we made it into Santa Fe 

and stopped at the hotel, we 

head out to our final group dinner at Plaza 

Café Southside, which was not an easy place 

to find even though it was across from the 

hotel.  In Santa Fe, Joy Nied joined us for 

dinner.  During dinner, we identified a 

group that wanted to get home as quickly 

as possible and would leave at 6:30a (7:30a 

Dallas-time) and a second group that would 

help get the tire situation resolved.   

In the morning, it was quite a surprise that 

JO’s tires were completely flat.  Luckily the run-flat option allowed us to drive the car the 

two miles down to Discount Tire.  From there, we dropped the car off, picked up Jyl and 

headed into old-town Santa Fe to explore some of the old churches – Lorreto Chapel and 

the Cathedral Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi.  If we had more time, we would have ex-

plored more of the area.   

Once we headed back to Discount 

Tire, they needed some more time 

and then we would be on the road.  

Looking around, we found BMW of 

Santa Fe, so we decided to stop in.  

JO returned from a restroom break 

with Dennis following him along – 

what’s up with this?  Dennis was 

checking his car due to a potential 

rock in his caliper.  We decided to walk over and have an early lunch and invited Jim and 

Michael to join us.  So there we were with more than half of the group still in town while 

the first group had already reached Amarillo.   

Once we got the cars, we started out late back to DFW (1:30p New Mexico time).  

Through rain, small hail and lots of driving, the second wave made it back home by about 

midnight, Dallas time.  A little over 3,000 miles in 6 days with 8 cars along the route, we 

definitely had a Grand Tour in the distance sense, but it was a great drive – no serious 

mechanical issues and just a tire story for the future.  Great places, great people and 

some bucket list items checked off.   

Not sure where next year will take us, but Oktoberfest will be in Pittsburg, so we might be 

traveling eastbound.  Do you have some destinations in mind?  Come join us on our next 

tours and add your ideas to the list.   

 

NMAZ, CO Trip (continued) 

Telluride, CO 

Ouray, CO 

Cathedral Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi 
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Raymond Mimick 

Our official Fall High Performance Driver's 

Education (HPDE) weekend was Oct 13-15th 

at Hallet Motor Racing in Oklahoma.   This 

Fall’s event was actually 4-days of action.  

The first day was an Instructor Training 

School, then the rest was all about the High 

Performance Driver’s Education from a com-

bination of 4 BMW CCA Chapters—Sunbelt 

(Oklahoma), Kansas City, Crest Plains and the Lone Star Chapter.  From the instructor 

training ranks, we have added 4 instructors to our region—on your next HPDE event, 

make sure to thank your instructors for coming out and being dedicated to the track 

events.   

Our second October track event found us at O’fest in New Orleans on the NOLA Motor-

sport Park race track.  I saw a few of our members out at this track, but not too many of 

our cars on the track.  Peter Punzmann brought his new M4 out and was learning the 

new car at the track.  Sadly, his front tires need to be replaced and Michelin wasn’t quite 

ready to throw some new tires on his car while we were out there (yeah, we tried).  We 

also had Ted Glover running his M2 out on the track.   

At O’fest, Michelin was sponsoring hot laps in ///M3s around the track.  Talking with Ted 

on his second day and just before the last session of the day, after he rode around with 

Sarah, he realizes how much farther he has to go to get as fast around the track as the 

Michelin drivers.  Peter was able to get some tips on car setup around the track.   

 

The Track Update 

A message from Steve Hodges regarding our participation in Schnell Fest Fall: 

I want to inform all the Lone Star Chapter members that the Chapter 

is no longer supporting the PCA Schnell Fest events due to conflicting 

policies between BMW CCA and the Porsche club. We feel it is in the 

best interest of Lone Star Chapter to no longer have the potential 

problems between the two clubs. We always will continue to put our 

Chapter members' and their loyalty at the foremost. 

Regarding next year’s schedule, go ahead and put on the May 4-6th, 2018 dates down 

for Motor Sport Ranch in Cresson, TX.  We’ll join the Hallet No Excuses group next year 

and we’re still working on how to return to the Circuit of the Americas again.   

In addition to our standard HPDE events, we are working to design new options for 

dealerships to bring out customers and experience their cars where they were meant 

to be.  If you have ideas or want to be part of the process, please let Steve Hodges 

know and we’ll get together and come up with more ideas.   
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Raymond Mimick/Marc Leediker 

Marc and Billy Slocum have gathered 4 BMW 2002 cars in the last year and have been 

working diligently to restore them to road-worthy status.  If you remember a few 

months ago, the newsletter described a phone call we received in Sept/Oct 2016 for a 

“free” 2002 in a field up in Durant, OK.  Marc and Billy went up and grabbed this one 

from the field.  Since then, they have taken the car down to the frame, cleaned it up, 

replaced parts and now the car is at paint status and affectionately named Malaga.   

Once painted, the car will get put back together with all its number-matching compo-

nents and replacement components for the parts that wear out.  The plan is to complete 

it by our Dallas Marathon day (Dec 10th) to show it off.   

A Collection of 2002s  

In the collection, Marc and Billy have a few others but the one Marc is surprised about 

was the 1975 2002 Billy bought in mid-September.  Apparently, this one is so rusted out 

that it will need to be turned into a parts car :(.   

 

Top Right: Malaga stripped down 

and getting painted 
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BMW Maintenance Corner 

Raymond Mimick 

In this edition of the Maintenance Corner, I’m sure a few of us have reached the point of 

needing to replace the shocks/struts on our cars.  Back in May, I decided to tackle this 

one with the help of my brother.  First, don’t let the idea of this scare you away from do-

ing some of the repairs yourself.  Today’s normal process is to watch a bunch of YouTube 

videos to see how it’s done and then try it yourself.  Once I felt pretty confident that this 

could be done, I ended up buying some Koni adjustable shocks with a rebate included in 

the purchase of four shocks.  I also bought a McPherson strut compressor to remove the 

shock from the housing rather than buying a coil over setup—I did not need the car any 

lower than it already is. 

When I bought the shocks, I also looked at other parts that 

could wear out and bought the following:  

 Front Upper Strut Tower Bearings 

 Rubber bumpers 

 Spring Pads 

 Front shock covers 

Once I gathered everything, we started at the back then 

worked our way forward.   

I do have to say, air tools made this job a lot easier. Be-

fore we removed the front struts, we marked the loca-

tion of the previous nuts with a sharpie to aid in getting 

the alignment somewhere close.  After we removed the front shocks, at least one was 

leaking—probably why I cringed when hitting certain bumps along the way.   

When re-attaching the strut tower nuts, those torque numbers are in inch-pounds and 

not foot-pounds (oops on that little nut).  When we took the front struts apart, the tower 

bearings were definitely needing replacement.  And we did start getting lots of experi-

ence taking the fronts out when we realized we forgot to put the spring pad back in one 

of the front shocks (we figured it out on the second but had to go back and fix the other 

side).   

Overall, changing shocks did not take too long—maybe 5 hours.  The cost was close to 

$900 before the shock rebate and before the cost of an alignment.  After replacing the 

shocks, the car rode so much better (110k miles).  

Oil Analysis 

Since this year has been high on the maintenance 

costs, I was curious how the engine was doing.  I 

ordered an AMSOil Oil Analysis Kit (about $35) 

and during an oil change, captured a sample of oil as it was draining just before our Sep-

tember Tour out west.   

There are a lot of details in the report but my Mom likened the process to doing a blood 

test for your car.  The results come back and show you different metals sitting in the oil.  

If there is a high quantity of any one metal, it could show that the engine is starting to 

fail.  If you have questions about this type of product, contact our BMW CCA member 

and AMSOIL contact Vic Sorlie for details on AMSOIL products.   
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Upcoming Events Dealer Updates 

Events are added and updated all the time.  You can find the latest in multiple 
locations: Facebook, the Lone Star Chapter Web site, BMW CCA Events calendar, 
and your monthly email updates.  Look for our monthly email update by the first 
weekend of each month.   
Meet & Greets:  

- Fort Worth: Location rotates but tries to keep the third Wednesday of 
each month 

- Dallas: Location rotates but tries to keep the third Thursday of each 
month 

- Tyler: Working on a consistent schedule 
Autocross: 

- All done for the 2017 season; keep your emails open for the awards cere-
mony & Go-Kart racing coming in January 

HPDE Events: 
 May 4th-6th: MotorSport Ranch in Cresson 
 July 9th-14th: O’fest in Pittsburg 
 Sept/Oct 2018: Hallet No Excuses 

Tours: 
 Nov 11th: Veteran’s Day Tour 
 Dec 5th: Toy Run 
 January 1st: Hair of the Dog 

Dallas Marathon Show & Shine: Dec 10th; Registration due by Nov 20th 
Street Survival:  Coming soon 

Board Meetings: 12/10 @ Matt's Rancho Martinez, 2/11, 4/8 
Oktoberfest: Pittsburg, PA July 9th – July 14th  

Raymond Mimick 

Sewell BMW of Grapevine 

Wednesday, September 13th, Sewell BMW of Grapevine had an open house to our mem-

bers, offering refreshments and light snacks before the General Manager, Klint Guerry 

personally took us on a tour of the facility.  It was amazing to see the showroom and the 

design of the building, but even more impressive was the service area in the back.   

Klint spent almost an hour discussing car repair and how BMW required the dealership to 

setup the area for servicing vehicles.  It was quite telling that Sewell was surprised at the 

number of tires we go through and have started stocking more tires for our cars.  Some 

other interesting tidbits was that Lexus sells at a 3:1 ratio when compared to BMW and 

Mercedes combined in the DFW area.   

We had a great turn out and I hope some 

of you were able to use the free car wash 

provided by dealership as they recognize 

BMW owners desire a higher level of atten-

tion to detail to our cars than other car 

brands.  They are not just transportation, 

but a vehicle we desire more than others 

and work hard to keep it looking good.   

Thank you Sewell for your dedication to 

the local chapter.   

Newsletter Articles 

Submit your articles to Brian George, Raymond Mimick and/or Ben Qureshi by Decem-

ber 15th to be included in the January (Q4/2017) release newsletter.  Take pictures of 

your adventures and share your thoughts on the BMW you drive or are thinking of driv-

ing.  Story about an independent shop or a product you use? Let the club members 

know.  Share your owner tips and we’ll push them out to Facebook and include them 

here. 
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Dealer Updates (continued) 

BMW of Arlington 

Our August 2017 meet and greet was held at 

BMW of Arlington in their new facility.  The staff 

of BMW of Arlington opened their arms wide 

and gave us a tour of the facility, the service area 

and even provided us BBQ dinner in the confer-

ence room area.  Michael Coleman, the GM, was 

on hand to welcome us to the facility and was available during a question and answer 

session. 

Marvin Hirschel, the manager of service, gave us a group tour of the service area, de-

scribing the improvements Group One has made and the specials they are offering on 

alignment, oil changes and the valet services.   

After dinner, BMW of Arlington opened up one of the new delivery bays and showed off 

the new M550i with remote start and remote driving—one of the extra highlights of the 

night.  Thank you for joining us.   

BMW of Wichita Falls 

We went out to BMW of 

Wichita Falls back at the 

end of July and visited with 

Todd, Dale and Chris.  

While a small dealership 

within our area, they work 

hard to keep everyone up 

and running.   

BMW of Wichita Falls is owned by the Patterson Automotive group.  This location is par-

tially shared with their Mercedes dealership.  We left them with information regarding 

the BMW CCA and need to make another trip back out there.  We’d still love to create a 

stronger presence, even in Wichita Falls.   

Signup by NOVEMBER 19th to show off your car 

along the Dallas Marathon route on Sunday, De-

cember 10th. We’ll setup our cars around 7:30a 

with an expected end time of 2:00p. While there, 

we'll mark up the street with some chalk, bring 

some home-made signs and root for all the runners crossing our path!  Your car will 

need to remain parked throughout the event. http://signup.com/go/XvFzBxE or email 

Raymond Mimick (president@lscbmwcca.org) for more info. 

http://signup.com/go/XvFzBxE
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Raymond Mimick 

We have been doing well with our social gatherings—rotating from place to place, trying 

new food, meeting new and old friends.  Have you been out to visit with the different 

groups lately?  Should we be looking at a different day of the week or a different location 

for the meet and greets—let us know and we’ll incorporate some new ideas.    

Social Events 

The BMW CCA Foundation, our organization that keeps track of the BMW history in 

North America, promotes street safety through the Street Survival program and provides 

help to those that request it (documentation, etc) is running a new member donation 

campaign.  At different donation levels, you are showing your support of the Foundation.  

At the $500 level or above, you are eligible to receive a limited copy of the Heros of Ba-

varia book that goes in-depth to the current museum exhibit.   

Most of the funding of the CCA Foundation comes from donations of members like us.  

The Foundation is a 501.c3 organization and any donation can be used for tax deductions 

on your taxes.   

Doug Oliver (hemisgeology@yahoo.com) 

I’m grinning to myself as I sit on the back row of the grid for the All-German Feature 
Race at MSR - Houston. To my right is a 1965 NSU TT that will retire after the warm-up 
lap. Ahead of me are 15 vintage Porsche racecars - 911s, 914s (both four and six cylin-
ders) and a couple of ferocious FIA 911s that I can expect to see in my mirrors in another 
twenty minutes or so.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Okay, I can halfway rationalize putting the lone BMW 2002 at the back. With the excep-
tion of the 914-4s, the Porsches have bigger motors with more cylinders. They weigh 
less. And as far as aerodynamics go, when was the last time you heard somebody de-
scribe a brick as being ‘sleek’? 

But I am grinning as the starter sends us out. If you’re a BMW guy, there are few things 
more satisfying than wading into a pack of Porsches and crashing the party. 

If your knowledge of 2002s is limited to those quaint little cars that appear on the cover 
of Roundel magazine from time to time, it might be helpful to remember that the 2002 
started racing almost from its inception. In Europe, it competed in the FIA Gruppe A 
Touring Wagon Class. In addition to BMW factory support, Alpina and Schnitzer also 
threw their weight behind them. The high-water mark came in 1970 and 1971 with back-
to-back overall wins at the 24 Hours Nurburgring race. On the other side of the Atlantic, 
they raced alongside Mustangs, Camaros and Javelins in the Trans-Am’s under 2.5 liter 
class. They competed with other B-Sedans in SCCA racing and, until about 10 years ago, 
they owned BMWCCA Club Racing’s L-Prepared class. 

mailto:hemisgeology@yahoo.com
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As happens with all racecars, technological advances made the 2002s obsolete and they 
began to disappear from those venues. With respect to BMWCCA Club Racing, it was 
more about safety. In theory, 2002s could still be taking home the L-Prepared trophy 
every year. However, as faster, more powerful BMWs arrived, the speed differential be-
tween the 2002s and the newer cars widened. A fifteen second lap differential means 
the leaders will overtake you in six or seven laps. A single car is manageable, but when a 
wolf-pack of M3s is bearing down, odds are you will be used as a pick. The last time I saw 
an L-Prepared 2002 racer was in 2005. It had been hit three times in ten races by bigger 
BMWs and looked like a runner-up from a demolition derby. A few 2002s stuck with Club 
Racing by bolting on performance parts and moving into modified classes, but most 
threw in the towel. 

Enter vintage racing. A critical difference with vintage racing is that rather than every-
body going out en masse, the cars are sorted into classes. Open or closed wheel, big-bore 
muscle or sports car classes. The goal is to put cars with similar power and handling 
characteristics in the same group. CVAR - the local vintage racing association - combines 
B-Sedan with C- and D- Production sports cars in their Group 7. A typical grid will consist 
of 2002s, Datsun 510s and 240Zs, Fiat 124s, Alfa Romeo GTVs and Spiders, Porsche 911s 
and 914-6s, and Triumph TR-4As. 75% of the cars will turn laps within 5 seconds of each 
other. Not only does wolf-pack effect disappear, but you always have somebody to race 
with. 

So what is 2002 racecar like? Imagine a street-legal 2002, then get rid of everything ex-
cept the body, chassis, block and head. Everything inside the motor gets replaced. High 
compression pistons, a Schrick racing cam, Petronix ignition and a pair of Weber side 

drafts. The stock M10 motor produced 106 horsepower at 5500 rpms. Racing motors 
put out between 160 to 225 horsepower at 8000 rpms. 

My 1975 2002 is somewhere in the middle of the pack. The Metric Mechanic motor 
dynos at 205 horsepower. With an empty weight of (wait for it) 2002 pounds, this gives 
a horsepower to weight ratio of 9.77lbs/hp. 205 horsepower may sound pretty anemic 
these days, but the horsepower to weight ratio compares favorably to a stock e36 M3 
(13.23) or a newer e90 M3 (8.20).  

The trick is getting the car to corner. While the 2002’s MacPherson strut and rear trail-
ing-arm suspension was state of the art in the 1960s, newer BMWs have advanced far 
beyond that. The solution is to stiffen the suspension to the point where it wants to 
loosen the fillings in your teeth. Racing springs (good for a 2” drop), coil-overs and a 
thicker sway bar will do just that. On racing tires and with as much negative camber as 
you can muster, nobody is going pass you in a corner without your consent. 

One item that remains is BMW’s characteristic understeer. The 2002 is a car that likes 
to be dialed into the corners. Long before the limits of adhesion are reached, the car 
will start to communicate with you. Rather than break loose, it starts pushing to the 
outside of the track. Short of a wet surface, cold tires or brain-dead stupidity, it takes 
effort to provoke a spin. 

Early in its history, the 2002 was described as the anti-muscle car - a label that still ap-
plies. Speed on the straights comes from preserving momentum through the corners. 
With its light weight and stiff suspension, a racing 2002 is more akin to a Miata than a 
modern BMW. On turns that typically require braking (such as Big Bend at Motorsports 

Bill Thacker leading a Lotus at Motorsports Ranch 

Russ Rosenberg on the straight at TWS  
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Ranch), a simple lift off the throttle to transfer weight is all that is necessary.  

A common myth regarding vintage racing is that we only do parade laps. This 
may be a function of the serious enforcement regarding contact. Given that 
Mustangs with a Trans-Am logbook are fetching $250,000 and Cam-Am Lolas a 
cool million, nobody wants to trade paint. With that said, we get out there and 
race. With cool air and a warm track, 2002s will clock under 2:05 at TWS (at 
least one driver broke the two-minute mark before Hoosier tires were 
banned). They will run consistently under 1:30 at Motorsport Ranch with the 
lurking suspicion that there are still a couple seconds waiting to be claimed 
(who among us hasn’t thought that coming out of Rattlesnake). 

Vintage drivers come in three groups. The largest are those who raced these cars when 
they were new. Many have thirty or forty years of SCCA racing under their belt, including 
national championships. In other words, guys (and ladies) who can teach you a thing or 
two. Most of the rest are people like myself who got the racing bug late in life - people in 
their 40s, 50s and even 60s when they took the plunge. The typical path includes auto-
crosses and DEs before getting a racecar and attending a school. Lest you think that 
‘vintage’ refers equally to the cars and their drivers, we are increasingly seeing the chil-
dren and even grandchildren of drivers getting their introduction into racing. I was seri-
ously schooled in my first race by a fearless sixteen year-old in an original Mini Cooper. 
Her name was Chrissy. 

CVAR typically puts on six or seven local races a year. This year’s venues included Hallett 
(twice), Motorsports Ranch - Cresson, MSR - Houston (twice), Eagles Canyon and the 
Circuit of the Americas. Because of reciprocity between the vintage clubs, there are well 
over a hundred races at dozens of racetracks across the US each year. If you are willing 

to do the tow, there’s hardly a track you can’t race on. 

For somebody wanting to build a racecar, there are plenty of tubs availa-
ble as a starting point. Metric Mechanic can provide a complete 
drivetrain, and Ireland Engineering has all the suspension bits and pieces. 
However, a better plan is to buy a race-ready car. There are probably a 
couple hundred 2002 racecars across the US and a fair number come up 
for sale in any given year. I know of six racing 2002s that are theoretically 
available in Texas alone (with any transaction, it is just a matter of a will-
ing buyer and seller agreeing on a price). As a caveat, the car should be 

prepared to the SCCA 1972 GCR. Alternatively, the FIA 1969 Gruppe A Homologation 
papers can also be used. Given that FIA allowed rear disk brakes, I found that the better 
way to go. 

As far as that All-German Race is concerned, I ended up finishing 8th. I’d gotten as high 
as 6th but an early apex in the Bus Stop gave a 914 the opening he was waiting for. And 
a 911 who had previously taken a trip through the weeds drag-raced me down the back 
straight and beat me to the checkered flag. Being faster (and more stable) in the cor-
ners allowed my 2002 to outrun its sexier cousins from Stuttgart.   

In all honesty, a better 2002 driver would’ve finished higher. Tim Woodruff - the reign-
ing Texas 2002 hot-shoe - routinely places ahead of all but one or two of the Porsches. 
(If smoother is faster, Tim is the fastest guy around.) But if a boxy four-cylinder 2002 
can give a Porsche 911 a run for the money, it’s because it has its advantages. 

Brett Oliver and Tim Woodruff at Eagles Canyon 


